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Animal Derived Materials Policy 

 
Owner: Sustainability 

 
AVAILABLE TRANSLATIONS:  

 

I. Purpose 
 
The purpose of this document is to set forth the Kontoor Brands, Inc. (“Kontoor”) commitment to the 
responsible use of animal-derived materials (ADMs).  
 

II. Scope 
 
Kontoor is a global company with a value chain across the Americas, EMEA (Europe, Middle East and 
Africa), and APAC (Asia-Pacific). This document applies to all legal entities and employees of Kontoor, 
including its subsidiaries, manufacturing facilities, distribution centers, retail stores, and office spaces. It 
also applies to all supply chain partners involved in the procurement, sourcing, and manufacturing of all 
products (including, but not limited to hides, fabrics, insulation, trims and accessories). This policy also 
applies to licensee products.  
 
This policy does not apply to feedstock used for recycled ADMs in Kontoor products (e.g., wool garment 
inputs for recycled wool, leather scrap inputs for recycled leather).  
 

III. Policy 
 
Kontoor believes in treating animals with care and respect. In cases where we use animal derived 
materials in our products, we are committed to ensuring the animal’s ethical treatment. We use the Five 
Freedoms as our guiding principles for animal welfare:  

 
1. Freedom from hunger and thirst  
2. Freedom from discomfort  
3. Freedom from pain, injury and disease  
4. Freedom to express normal behavior  
5. Freedom from fear and distress  
 

We also acknowledge the potential negative side effects on biodiversity and the environment of ADMs 
and will use this policy to help address those impacts now and in future iterations. Pollution-intensive 
operations such as tanning and dyeing can harm ecosystems, disrupt wildlife, and contaminate 
waterways. In addition, certain animal fiber supply chains may be associated with biodiversity impacts 
where land management and grazing practices contribute to pressure on native species. We will 
actively promote the further development and use of viable commercial substitutes to ADMs that meet 
the needs of our business, brands and end users with increasing focus in that area. Through our 
animal-derived materials requirements and supplier engagement, we aim to strengthen responsible 
sourcing practices and reduce biodiversity-related risks where relevant. 
We value continuous improvement.  
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Animal-derived materials used by Kontoor must meet all the following criteria: 

 
A. Origin - ADMs must originate exclusively from domesticated animals, as defined by the 

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (50 CFR 14.4). 
 
B. Purpose of Animal Rearing - ADMs must either be by-products of animals raised primarily 

for food production (e.g. leather); or be obtained from animals without requiring slaughter 
(e.g. wool). 

C. Prohibited Sourcing - ADMs must not be sourced from animals that are killed solely for the 
purpose of fashion or lifestyle products. 

 
D. Supply Chain Compliance - All supply chain actors involved in raising, harvesting, and 

processing ADMs must comply with all applicable local laws and regulations, including those 
related to animal welfare and husbandry. 

 
E. Approved Outsourcing - Any outsourcing of ADM production must be approved by 

Kontoor Brands (KTB). Suppliers must receive formal written approval, and all outsourced 
production must fully comply with the ADM Policy. 

 
F. Parallel Sourcing: A farm or ranch that raise livestock destined for use in KTB products 

shall not engage in parallel production. Parallel production is defined as carrying policy-
adherent ADMs and non-policy adherent ADMs at the same location.  

Animal-derived materials list & requirements (including prohibited materials):  

 
This section sets out Kontoor’s requirements for the use of ADMs explicitly listed as permissible in this 
document and which supporting materials may be used. Any ADM not expressly listed is prohibited for 
use by Kontoor. 
 
If a Kontoor brand wishes to use an ADM that is currently not listed as permissible, the material must be 
submitted for review and approval to the Global Sustainable Business team prior to any use. 
 

1a. Permissible Wool & Hair  
 
Wool & Hair 
Wool from sheep, goats, muskox, or camelid species is accepted when sourced from living and 
domesticated animals. Such wool must be certified by an independent third-party, such as the 
Responsible Wool Standard (RWS) or a comparable, Kontoor-approved standard. 
 
Mohair 
Mohair is permitted only when produced under animal welfare practices that ensure fair treatment of 
animals.  
 
To be eligible for use, mohair must, at a minimum, be certified by an independent third party to meet the 
animal welfare criteria set out in this policy, such as the Responsible Mohair Standard (RMS) or a 
comparable, Kontoor-approved standard. 
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Alpaca 
Alpaca fiber is permitted only when produced under animal welfare practices that ensure fair treatment 
of animals. 
 
To be eligible for use, alpaca must, at a minimum, be certified by an independent third party to meet the 
animal welfare criteria set out in this policy, such as the Responsible Alpaca Standard (RAS) or a 
comparable, Kontoor-approved standard. 
 

Cashmere 
Cashmere is permitted only when produced under animal welfare practices that ensure fair treatment of 
animals. 
 
To be eligible for use, cashmere must, at a minimum, be certified by an independent third party to meet 
the animal welfare criteria set out in this policy, such as the Good Cashmere Standard® or a 
comparable, Kontoor-approved standard. 

  

1b. Prohibited Wool & Hair 
 
Angora Rabbit Wool 
Wool from Angora rabbits is strictly prohibited. Shearling is permitted to be used. 
 
Mulesing and Parallel Production 
Kontoor does not accept sheep wool from farms that practice mulesing; or farms or ranches that 
engage in “parallel production,” which is defined as a farm selling wool intended for use in Kontoor 
products while mulesing sheep for production for other brands. 
 
Mulesing involves the removal of strips of wool-bearing skin from around the breech of sheep meant to 
prevent fly strike. Ceased mulesing is permitted. 

 
2. Permissible Down & Feathers 

 
Kontoor permits virgin down and feathers sourced only from ducks and geese bred for meat production, 
originating from certified farms (excluding marabou storks), and produced under strict animal welfare 
and certification requirements. 
 
To be eligible for use, all down and feather suppliers, garment vendors, and materials must be 
third-party certified according to the Responsible Down Standard (RDS) or an equivalent standard 
approved by Kontoor. 
 

3a. Permissible Leather & Skins 
 
Kontoor permits only leather or skins sourced from cattle, buffalo, sheep, goats, horses, or pigs bred for 
meat production, originating from certified farms, produced in compliance with animal welfare and 
deforestation-free requirements, and not originating from the Amazon Biome where it contributes to 
New Amazon Deforestation. Shearling and Cowhide with hair attached are allowed. 
 
To be eligible for use, all leather suppliers, material processors, and the leather materials must be 
independently third-party certified to a standard approved by Kontoor. Suppliers are required to disclose 
and report the country of origin of the leather used in products supplied to Kontoor. This information 
must be accurate, complete, and supported by appropriate documentation upon request, to enable 
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traceability, risk assessment, and compliance with Kontoor’s animal-welfare and responsible sourcing 
requirements. 
 
Leather should be tanned and/or re-tanned in facilities with Leather Working Group certification. Any 
level of certification is acceptable with higher levels of certification being more desirable. 
 

3b. Prohibited Leather & Skins 
 
Leather from dogs or cats is strictly prohibited. 
 
Exotic or Wild Animal Skins 
Exotic skins or skins from wild animals are strictly prohibited, including but not limited to: snake, lizard, 
crocodile, alligator, ostrich, stingray, eel, shark, kangaroo, and alpaca. Skins derived from species 
classified as Vulnerable, Endangered, Critically Endangered, Extinct in the Wild on the IUCN Red List 
(iucnredlist.org), or listed under Appendix I of the Convention on International Trade in Endangered 
Species (CITES) (https://www.cites.org), are also prohibited. 

 
4a. Other Permissible ADMs & Processes 

 
Based on the definition of "Animal Fur" the following materials are permissible: 
1) skins that are, or will be, converted into leather or which during processing have had, or will have, the 
hair, fleece, or fur fiber completely removed,  
2) materials clipped, shorn, or combed from live animals,  
3) hides or skins with hair attached to skin converted to leather including cowhide with hair attached, 
fleece, sheepskin and shearling,  
4) synthetic materials intended to look like fur.  
 
 

4b. Other Prohibited ADMs & Processes 
 
Animal fur is prohibited 
Any animal skin or part thereof with hair or fur fibers attached thereto, either in its raw or processed 
state or the pelt of any animal killed for the animal's fur. "Animal" includes, but is not limited to mink, fox, 
rabbit, karakul lamb and raccoon dog.  
 
Live-skinning shall never be used.  
Live skinning is when an animal’s skin is harvested from it while it is still alive. 

IV. Responsibilities, Compliance and Enforcement 
 
Successful implementation of this Policy requires cooperation from all employees across Kontoor. 
Kontoor’s Sustainability Governance Council is responsible for governing this Policy with cooperation 
from Kontoor’s Sustainability, Responsible Sourcing, Internal Manufacturing, and Procurement 
Departments and for enforcing its provisions.  
 
This document is available to all relevant stakeholders on the Kontoor Brands website. At Kontoor 
Brands, we hold our contracted factories to the same high standards of environmental responsibility 
found in our own facilities. We evaluate potential contracted factories against our rigorous standards 
and require them to agree to our Terms of Engagement and Global Compliance Principles, and relevant 
policies prior to entering our supply chain.   

https://www.leatherworkinggroup.com/
https://www.iucnredlist.org/resources/categories-and-criteria
https://cites.org/sites/default/files/eng/app/2026/E-Appendices-2026-03-05.pdf?gtranslate=zh-CN
https://www.cites.org/
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V. Appendix: Definitions 
Animal Derived 
Materials 

Materials derived from an animal for use in commercial products. 

Angora Wool The fibers that come from the Angora rabbit. Same as Angora Hair and Angora 
Fiber. 

Amazon Biome 6.7 million km2 of predominantly dense moist tropical forest shared by Brazil, 
Bolivia, Peru, Ecuador, Colombia, Venezuela, Guyana and Suriname as well as 
the overseas territory of French Guiana. 

Down The soft layer of feathers closest to birds’ skin, primarily in the chest region. 
Same as Down Feathers. 

Endangered Species A species of animal or plant that is seriously at risk of extinction. 

Exotic Skins Non-traditional animal skins used in apparel and footwear manufacturing. Non-
traditional is a term subject to opinion. 

Five Freedoms Five aspects of animal welfare under human control developed by the UK Farm 
Animal Welfare Council. 

Forced-feeding Force-feeding is any form of feeding that forces the waterfowl to eat more than 
it wants/needs. 

Forced-molting The practice of artificially provoking waterfowl to molt typically through 
withdrawal of feed. 

G4 Cattle Agreement A 2009 Greenpeace led agreement by the four largest meat packers in Brazil to 
not purchase cows from lands deforested after the agreement. 

Hides An animal skin treated for human use. Same as Animal Hides or Skins or 
Animal Skins. 

IUCN Red List Provides taxonomic, conservation status, and distribution information on taxa 
(plants, animals, etc.) that are facing a high risk of global extinction. 

Leather A material made from the skin of an animal by tanning or a similar process. 

Live-plucking Any form of removing down and feather from living waterfowl. 

Live-skinning When an animal’s skin is harvested from it while it is still alive. 

MPF-TAC Agreement The outcome of a 2009 Brazilian government lawsuit against cattle ranchers 
who illegally cleared forests for cattle ranching. 

Mulesing/Ceased 
Mulesing 

Mulesing involves the removal of strips of wool-bearing skin from around the 
breech of a sheep meant to prevent fly strike. Ceased Mulesing is defined 
according to the Responsible Wool Standard and are those farms who have 
obtained ceased mulesing status who have mulesed sheep on their farms but 
no longer engage in the practice. 

New Deforestation Deforestation that has occurred after 2009 subject to the MPF-TAC and Zero 
Deforestation/G4 Cattle Agreements. 

Responsible Down 
Standard 

A Textile Exchange independent, voluntary global standard, applicable to down, 
that recognizes best practices in animal welfare. 

Responsible Wool 
Standard 

A Textile Exchange standard, applicable to wool, that recognizes best practices 
in animal welfare. 

Shearling A skin from a recently sheared sheep or lamb that has been tanned and 
dressed with the wool left on 

KTB Materials Index Annual effort by KTB supply chain team to collect data on materials use from 
across KTB Brands and Regions. 

Vulnerable Materials ICUN designation for a tax on that is not Critically Endangered or Endangered 
but is facing a high risk of extinction in the wild in the medium-term future, as 
defined by any of the criteria (A to E) of the ICUN Red List. 

Wool Crimped, elastic fibers grown in staples typically obtained from sheep. 

ZQ Wool Standard An independent, voluntary standard that promotes best practices in sheep 
cultivation with respect to animal welfare, farming practices, and environmental 
management. 
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